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No: 
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Re Item IV. 



The separate inventions/groups of inventions are: 



1-16 



an electronic component feeder for loading a plurality of pallets comprising 
means to detect correct posture of the pallets. 



1 7-22 an electronic component feeding method in which the components are 

sucked with a pressure that is lower than a pressure capable of sucking a 
component feed tray. 

Rule 13.1 of the PCT states that an international application shall relate to one invention 
only or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single inventive concept. A technical 
relationship involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features 
is a condition which must be fulfilled. 

The subjects 1 and 2 are not linked as to form a single general inventive concept. The only 
common technical feature for both subjects is "an electronic component feeder". This is 
known and does not form a special technical feature. The special technical feature of 
subject 1 is "a means for detecting correct posture of the pallets", which is different from 
the special technical feature of subject 2 "sucking means with a specific suction pressure". 

The subjects are not linked by the same or a corresponding special technical feature. 

Conclusion: The application does not meet the requirements of Unity of Invention as 
defined in Rule 1 3(1 ) and (2) of the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

Re Item V. 



The following documents are referred to in this communication: 

D1 : JP 2001 326495 A (JUKI CORP) 22 November 2001 (2001-11-22) 

D2 : JP 2001 274592 A (YAMAGATA CASIO CO LTD) 5 October 2001 (2001-10- 

05) 

D3: US 2002/070570 A1 (BACHTHALER ET AL.) 13 June 2002 (2002-06-13) 
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2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 (First Invention) 



2.1 The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter 
of claim 1 , and shows: 

An electronic component feeder for loading a plurality of pallets on each of which 
a tray is arranged. The pallet is equipped with a mismounting preventing member to 
detect and prevent a tray from being mounted reversely. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known D1 in that: apart from 
detecting reverse mismounting the apparatus also detects inclined mismounting. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

2.2 The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as: 
How to detect and prevent inclined mismounting. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 
reasons: 

The proposed solution, using regulating members on the inside of a door whereby 
a door can only be closed if the trays are mounted correctly, is not taught in the prior 
art. The prior art of D1 only detects reverse mismounting, due to the shape of the tray. 
The prior art of D2 detects inclined mismounting using sensors. There is no indication in 
the prior art of using members on the inside of the door for ensuring correct 

mounting of trays, nor is this obvious. 



3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-1 6 
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Claims 2-16 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



4 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 17 (Second Invention) 



4. 1 The document D3 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter 
of claim 1 7, and shows: 

An electronic component feeding method in which the components are picked up 
by a sucking nozzle located at a distance from the tray. 

The subject-matter of claim 17 differs from this known D3 in that the nozzle 
touches the component to be picked up. 

The subject-matter of claim 17 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

4.2 The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as: How to 
pick up components without jolting the tray. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 17 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 
reasons: 

The proposed solution, picking up the components with very low pressure, is not 
taught in the prior art. The closest prior art, as disclosed in D3, teaches away from the 
proposed solution as in D3 the components are picked up with high pressure. The jolting 
of the tray is avoided by holding the nozzle at a distance from the part to be picked up. 



5 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 18-22 

Claims 18-22 are dependent on claim 17 and as such also meet the requirements 
of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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